Maintaining Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

Medill graduate students are held to all policies and procedures outlined in the Northwestern University
Student Handbook. Students using Title IV Funds (Federal Stafford, Perkins, Graduate PLUS Loans
and/or Work-Study) and or Medill grants or scholarships to fund their Medill education must maintain
Satisfactory Academic Progress to maintain their financial aid eligibility.

Students are considered to be making satisfactory academic progress if they complete at least 66% units



2. Complete Academic Program within a Specific Period of Time

Students have a maximum timeframe of 150% of the length of their standard program to complete their
degree requirements. For example, if a program is four quarters full-time academic quarters, a student
attending full-time may not exceed six quarters of full-time academic quarters to complete their degree.

All periods of enrollment are counted toward the maximum number of terms. Periods of academic leave
or non-enrollment will not count against the maximum terms of enroliment.

Repeated coursework is counted in the same manner as all other coursework for the purpose of
Satisfactory Academic Progress. Periods of academic leave or non-enrollment will not count against the
maximum terms of enrollment.



SAP Warning

If a student fails to meet the requirements for Satisfactory Academic Progress for any academic term,
he/she is placed on SAP warning for one academic term. During this warning period, the student will still
be eligible for federal financial aid and institutional grant aid but the student must meet the following
criteria:

1. Complete all credits attempted during the following term with a grade of B or higher.
2. Maintain or earn a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher.
3. Be on track to complete their degree within their maximum allowed time-frame.

The student will be notified by the Office of Graduate Admissions and Financial Aid via their NU email
account that the student has been placed on SAP Warning.

SAP Suspension

Students who do not meet the terms of their SAP warning period by achieving a grade point average of
3.0 or higher, will academically dismissed from the program as stated above. Once a student meets all
requirements for reinstatement of financial aid after a suspension, it is the student’s responsibility to
contact Medill’s Office of Graduate Admissions and Financial Aid to request a SAP review for
reimstafement of federal and institutional aid eligibility. Once the Office of Graduate Admissions and



If an appeal is granted, the student will be placed in one of two categories:
1. SAP Probation

If a student is placed on SAP Probation after an appeal, the student will be eligible for aid during one
additional academic term. During the probationary period, the student must meet all SAP requirements.
If the student fails to meet SAP during their probationary period, their aid will be suspended without the
ability to appeal. In order to reinstate federal financial aid eligibility after a SAP suspension, students



